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650+ Volunteers. 60 Projects. 35 Agencies.
DAY OF ACTION

 2023 Annual Report UNITED WAY OF ETOWAH COUNTY 17

26 YEARS! 
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3,679
calls about housing and 

utility assistance

227
people needing assistance for

homeless services

8,336 
referrals for services made:

2.1.1specialists can 
connect you with a wide range of 
resources and services. Contact 
us today to get expert, caring help 
with food, health care, housing 
and utilities payment assistance, 
employment services, veteran 
services, childcare, crisis and 
emergency counseling, disaster 
assistance, and more.

Call 211 for immediate 
assistance or visit 211.org for 
more information.

COMPLETELY CONFIDENTIAL • FREE 
ACCESSIBLE 24/7 • 180 LANGUAGES

767
people served in relation to Support for 
clothing/personal/household needs

670
calls for food assistance
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In 2023...
Dolly Parton Imagination Library
served 1,645 children with 6,498 
graduates.

3,000 Freebie Reads Program 
Books were given to pediatric 
offi ces

360 Raising Readers books given 
to Headstart

200 Support Smiles books given 
out at Dentist offi ces

1,200 School Readiness calendars 
were given out

Over 500 books given out at 

Girlfriend Gala supports 
Student Success and the 
Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library. Through the Library, 

children in Etowah County enrolled 
in the program receive one age-
appropriate book each month until 
their fi fth birthday. In 2023, the Dolly 
Parton Imagination Library book 
program served 1,645 children - ages 
birth to 5 - with 19, 740 books in 
Etowah County.

ABOVE: Student Success Director Raeven Bagley 
donating books to J.W Stewart Head Start staff!

BELOW: The 2023 Girlfriend Gala Committee at 
Girlfriend Gala: Gatsby with the Girlfriends!
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The Excellence in Service Award 
goes to Alabama Teachers Credit 
Union.  ATCU believes in giving back to 

the community. They give out scholarships 
to students; they have toy drives and supply 
drives for different organizations throughout 
the community. ATCU is a big supporter of 
United Way by volunteering for Day of Action 
and Campaign. Collene Wester, the branch 
manager was a loaned executive this past year 
and a spokesperson at rallies we held. ATCU 
is also a Top 25 company for the Campaign. 
Congratulations to Ron Summerall, CEO and 
President, and the entire team at ATCU. 

The Rising Star Award goes to The 
Department of Human Resources.  
Department of Human Resources is 

our biggest supporter of all state employees.  
65% of their employees give to the Campaign.  
The work they do in this community is heart-
wrenching. The case workers see the worst 
nights for children and adults, they get called 
out day and night to provide a safe environment. 
DHR are HEROES to our community. Let’s give a 
huge THANK YOU to DHR! 

The Volunteer of the Year Award 
goes to Morgan Lavender. Morgan is 
a financial representative with Modern 

Woodmen of America. Morgan loves working 
with many organizations including United 

Way. She volunteers with Day of Action and 
Campaign where she has been both a loaned 
executive and a division chair and just this 
past Campaign helped United Way raise ONE 
MILLION DOLLARS!  She is dedicated to her 
family and church, and supports community 
projects, many agencies and sponsored 
events. Congratulations to Morgan! 

The Joanne Hightower Loyal Contributor 
Award goes to Richard Dean. Richard 
has been a supporter of United way for 

52 years. He has volunteered for countless 
events with United Way. 

The Tom McKenzie Award goes to 
Scott Hindsman. Scott has a BIG 
HEART for Etowah County. He has been 

volunteering and supporting United Way for a 
very long time. He was raised by parents that 
always have been active in this community 
and have spent years in volunteerism and 
philanthropy. Scott's dedication to UW and its 
agencies as a UW Board member, Campaign 
Chair and many more committees spans 
years. His dedication to the Barrie Center 
through the establishment of the Bash in the 
Bend event is a highlight to his life and legacy. 
With the support of his family and friends 
in the workplace he has indeed earned the 
Community Impact award. Let’s give Scott a 
huge round of applause! 

2023 Annual Meeting
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Safety Net GOAL: Respond to the basic needs 
of the community

Education GOAL: Create better opportunities for 
our children to reach their full potential

Financial
Stability

GOAL: Help people build a solid fi nancial 
future so our entire community can fl ourish

Health
GOAL: Create a vibrant and thriving community 
by promoting physical, social and emotional 
health for infants, children, adults and seniors

2 0 2 3  I M P A C T  A T  A  G L A N C E

OUTCOMES: 18,400 books were provided to 1,650 children birth to fi ve years of 
age through the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. 998 girls participated in Girl 
Scout programming. 66 youths were served through Big Brothers/Big Sisters, 16 
schools were served, 4,377 volunteer mentoring hours. 98% of youth surveyed 
showed improvement in social acceptance, scholastic competence, education 
expectations, and grades, attitudes towards risky behaviors, parental trust, and 
having a special adult in their life. 333 boys were served through Boy Scouts, 
Greater AL. 376 youths were served through Boys and Girls Club.

OUTCOMES: 225 consumers received training at Darden Rehabilitation Center. 
1,801 persons received the services of the Financial Stability Coach and 5,107 people 
received educational sessions. 97% reported having improved confi dence.186 credits 
were recovered for students through the Gadsden Community Education program. 

OUTCOMES: 12,804 seniors were provided information and referrals on senior 
services through senior outreach. 285 clients received Medicare assistance which 
saved them over $120,000. 5,415 clients were served through the Be Active Program, 
764 activity packets were delivered, 300 attended the health fair, 1,637 participated 
in the online engagement and 4,033 were provided health education information. 580 
clients were served by Fraud Fighters and 99% where able to identify how to report 
elder abuse. 1,678 clients were served through the program. 29,926 meals were 
served to 265 clients. Transportation was provided to 220 clients through Northwest 
Alabama Kidney association. The YMCA provided food for over 3,000 families.

OUTCOMES: There were 236 primary child victims served for a total of 331 specialized 
forensic interviews. 180 secondary victims served comprised of guardians, parents 
and siblings for a total of 569 victims.7,256 clients were served with food, over 26,745 
meals and 1,096 bags for the homeless.135 children received basic needs after being 
removed from the house. 7,516 shelter nights were provided and 13,549 meals. More 
than 25,500 referrals were given to community resources, over 8,336 connections were 
made to housing and utility needs. More than 3,523 connections to food were made. 
164 individuals were helped with utilities, rent and mortgage. 100% were given the tools 
to establish and maintain a successful spending plan. 100% were given resources to 
help them achieve short and long term goals.
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As we step into a new chapter, I 
am filled with an overwhelming 
sense of gratitude and 
optimism for the journey that 
lies ahead. Our community has 
been a beacon of resilience, 

compassion, and strength, and it is with 
great pride that I share our aspirations and 
dreams for the future. 

In the face of uncertainty and challenges, 
our community has demonstrated an 
unwavering commitment to growth, positivity, 
and unity. Together, we have weathered 
storms, overcome obstacles, and emerged 
strong and more resilient than ever before.

I want to take this opportunity to express 
my heartfelt gratitude to each and every one 
of you for your unwavering commitment to 
the work we do in Etowah County. Despite 
the obstacles we faced, we continued to 
push forward, adapt, and thrive in the face of 

adversity. Your perseverance and dedication 
have been truly inspiring.

As we look to the future, I am thrilled 
to share our goals and aspirations for the 
upcoming year. We have ambitious plans 
in place to further our mission and make 
a positive impact in our community. From 
expanding our outreach programs to 
enhancing our services, we have set our 
sights high, fueled by the belief that together, 
we can achieve anything.

But beyond the goals and targets, I want 
to emphasize the importance of fostering a 
culture of positivity and support within our 
organization. Each one of you plays a vital 
role in creating a collaborative and uplifting 
environment where everyone feels valued, 
empowered, and encouraged to succeed 
and to grow.

Let us approach the upcoming year with 
optimism, determination, and a shared 
sense of purpose. Together, we have the 
power to turn challenges into opportunities 
and obstacles into stepping stones towards 
success.

As we embark on this new chapter 
together, I am confident that we will achieve 
great things and continue to make a 
meaningful difference in the lives of those 
we serve.

Thank you for your continued dedication, 
passion, and commitment. Here's to a year 
filled with growth, success, and endless 
possibilities.

New Executive Director

Molli Gipson 
Executive Director, United Way of Etowah County

Each one of you plays 
a vital role in creating 
a collaborative and 
uplifting environment 
where everyone feels 
valued, empowered, and 
encouraged to succeed 
and to grow.
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UNITED WAY OF ETOWAH COUNTY 

2023 Balance Sheet
			 

ASSETS	 	

Cash	 $546,990

Endowment	 848,370

Disaster Relief Fund	 52,182

Campaign Pledges Due (Net of uncollectibles)	 443,987

Net Building, Furniture and Equipment	 380,683

TOTAL ASSETS	 $2,272,212	

	

LIABILITIES, DEFERRED REVENUE AND NET ASSETS		

Agency Allocations	 $539,805

Community Impact Fund	 7,800

Accounts Payable	 16,110

Designations Payable 	 810

Net Assets	 1,707,687

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS	 $2,272,212

Subject to Annual Audit

EXPENDITURE
CATEGORIES

Financial Stability 9%
Education 
22%

Health 
17%

UWA 
dues 
2%

Campaign 
12%

Management 
& General 
8%

Safety Net 
30%

Facebook.com/UWOEC

Instagram.com/UWOEC

X.com/UWOEC

LinkedIn.com/company/UWOEC

Help us to get the word out.
Please share how YOU plan to join the fight 		
and transform your community with United Way 	
of Etowah County. 
Be sure to include #UnitedWayofEtowahCounty

CHANGE DOESN’T HAPPEN ALONE.
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U N I T E D WAY O F E TO WA H C O U N T Y

THANK YOU!

THIS IS HOW WE LIVE UNITED


